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By Carrie Carlson 

The Vanceburg Visitor's Center, Dee's Greenhouse and Lend 
a Helping Hand Food Pantry, along with others, are among the 
"Best of the Best" in Lewis County, according to the Lewis 
County Chamber of Commerce. 

Thursday evening, the chamber honored the "best" at its 
annual dinner meeting at the Lewis County Extension Office. 
This was the chamber's third annual award celebration. 

Dr. William Talley was the recipient of the prestigious 
Meriwether Lewis Award. The honor is given to an individual 
with outstanding contributions to service and to the 
enhancement of life in Lewis County. 

 
Dr. William Talley receives the 2007 Meriweather 

Lewis Award, presented by 2006 Meritwether Lewis 
honoree Patty Kennard. 

 
"He has a research library in his head," said Paula Franke, 

chamber membership liaison, "...he's stunning." 
Franke said Talley has helped the county in many ways. 

From his weekly historical columns in the Lewis County 
Herald, to his frequent help with family genealogy, the 
chamber chose to honor Talley for his vast "genealogical and 
historical knowledge," explained Franke. 

 

 
Sue and George Calvert accepted the award for 

"Community Organization of the Year" : Lending a 
Helping Hand food pantry in Tollesboro. 

 
Talley taught elementary school in Lewis County for 10 

years prior to leaving to teach psychology at McGill 
University in Montreal, Quebec, Canada for a span of 30 
years. After his retirement, he was named professor emeritus 
by the university. 

Even while in Canada, Talley continued to gather 
information about Lewis County and the surrounding area, 
since his family hailed from Fleming and Mason counties. 

"I was always interested in history, even as a little boy," 
said Talley. 

[Continued on page 2 ]  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Welcome to our newest member, 
Al Owens! 
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Talley returned to Lewis County in 1999 and has been a 
resource for historical knowledge ever since. 

The professor was urged to come to the awards dinner, so he 
knew something was going to happen, but didn't know what. 
Nevertheless, he said he was extremely surprised by the award. 

Talley currently helps people from other places trace their 
local genealogy, helps with community restoration projects and 
is a resource for the Kentucky Gateway Museum Center in 
Maysville. In his spare time he said he does a "tremendous 
amount of reading." 

The Spirit Award for Business Beautification was handed to 
an entity that did a tremendous amount of restoration work. 
The city of Vanceburg was chosen for its restoration of the 
George Morgan Thomas Home/ Vanceburg Visitors Center. It 
took grants and a lot of hard work, but the restoration of the 
historic home came to completion this past October when the 
center first opened its doors to the public. 

The Manufacturer/Industry of the Year Award was given to 
Coroplast, a corrugated plastic manufacturer, located in Black 
Oak. The award is given to the manufacturer/industry that has 
shown the best commitment to the creation of jobs, capital 
investments and/or endowments in the county, said the 
chamber. 

 

 
Beverly Moore, proprietor of Corner Cupboard 

Flowers and Gifts in Vanceburg, is the 2007 New 
Business of the Year. 

 
The Corner Cupboard Flowers and Gifts, owned by Beverly 

Moore, won the New Business of the Year Award. The 
business, located at 426 Second Street in Vanceburg opened its 
doors Nov. 1, 2006. 

Moore, a former nurse, lost her eyesight several years ago to 
ocular histoplasmosis. After she found out she could no longer 
work in the medical profession, she spent a couple years 
deciding what she wanted to do. Because of her love for flower 
arranging and past experience working in a flower shop, Moore 
decided to open her own business. Legally blind, Moore uses 
magnifiers and other modifications to help complete her 
arrangements. 

 
Vanceburg Mayor Angie Patton and Patty Kennard 

(left) accept the Spirit Award for Business 
Beautification, recognizing the city's efforts in 

restoring the George Morgan Thomas Home (also 
known as the Commercial Hotel), now open 

Mondays, Tuesday, Thursday and Fridays as the 
Vanceburg Visitors Center. 

 
"I didn't know I was even considered," said Moore of the 

award, "I'm tickled ." 
Moore said this time of year is kind of slow in the flower 

industry, so the award was a "good picker-upper." 
The Educator of the Year Award was given to Laurel 

Elementary School Principal Jerry Bloomfield and Dee's 
Greenhouse in Garrison was named Agribusiness of the Year. 

The Lewis County Business of the Year Award was given 
to Impact Custom Graphics/The Sign Shop in Charters. The 
business was honored for showing support and persistence in 
working toward improving the quality of life in Lewis 
County, said the chamber. 

Lending a Helping Hand Food Pantry in Tollesboro, 
represented by coordinators George and Sue Calvert, was 
honored as Community Organization of the Year. 

Last year, founder Tom Marshall said the pantry served 
nearly 10,000 families by providing food, toys, clothes, 
furniture and other necessities to the needy. 

Just last week, the pantry assisted 193 families, said George 
Calvert. 

"It was an honor to have been selected," said the humble 
recipient. 

The food pantry, located in the old Tollesboro High School 
gymnasium, is open the first and third Friday of each month 
from noon until 2 p.m. 

Lend A Helping Hand is a division of God's Pantry and is 
operated by Caring for Others Incorporated, a nonprofit 
organization. The group was founded in 2003 by several 
individuals wanting to start a community outreach project. 

[Continued on page 3.]  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Upcoming Events: 
·  Thursday, August 23, 5:15 p.m.: Board of Directors 

meeting at George Morgan Thomas House. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. 
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Dee Potter, owner of Dee's Greenhouse in Garrison 

and a mainstay at the Lewis County Farmers Market, 
is the 2007 Agribusiness of the Year. 

Calvert said the pantry always welcomes volunteers and 
donations of clothes, food, toys and furniture. Right now, the 
pantry desperately needs a truck for food pick-up and 
furniture pick-up and distribution. To make a tax deductible 
donation, call 606-798-2113. 

Winners, except for the Meriwether Lewis Award, were 
chosen from nominations submitted by the community. The 
Meriwether Lewis award winner was chosen by the chamber's 
board of directors. 

In addition to the awards ceremony, event attendees dined 
on light fare prepared by the Victorian Rose Tea Room and 
were entertained with skits performed by the Lewis County 
Theatre Guild. 

[Reprinted courtesy of Maysville Ledger Independent, 
Copyright © 2007 Maysville Newspapers, Inc., A Lee 
Enterprises Publication, may.news@lee.net]  
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A&B Auto Sales 

Antis Pharmacy (Osman) 
Auctions By Cooper 

Betty Ripato, PVA 
Bivens & Silvey Realty/Auction 

Boys & Girls Club of Lewis County 
Buffalo Trace ADD 

Kenneth Clark 
Chiggers Dairy Bar 

Harvey Denham 
Citizens Deposit Bank 

City of Vanceburg 
Collins FoodCenter 

Comprehend 
Coroplast 

D&F Building Supply 
Dee's Greenhouse 

EKNS 
Elam Insurance Agency 

Electric Plant Board of the City of Vanceburg 
Farmers Co-op Insurance 

Genesis Respiratory Services 
Gentry Marketing Systems 

Gilbert Oil Co. LLC 
Golden Living 

Goodwin Lumber 
Charles J. Hall 

Head of Happy Hollow Farm 
Holder & Lykins 

Howe Farm Supply 
Impact Custom Graphics/The Sign Shop 

JC Video 
John O'Cull DDS 

Al Owens 
Kenny's Restaurant 

LC Cooperative Extension 
Lewis County Fiscal Court 
Lewis County Primary Plus 

Lewis County Vegetable Producers 
Cova Maddox 
D. Alan May 

 Northern Contours 
Polley's Bypass 

Professional Care Pharmacy 
Ron's IGA 

Mike Ruggles Land Surveying 
Sheriff Bill Lewis 

Spear & Blackburn 
Stanley & Bertram PSC 

Steve's Market 
Superior Fibers 

Dr. William Talley 
TireWorld 

Trace Creek Construction 
Tram Construction 

Vanceburg Christian Church 
Vanceburg Lions Club 

Victorian Rose Tearoom 
 

Add your name to the membership list and take 
advantage of the services provided by the Lewis 

County Chamber of Commerce 
Have questions, need assistance, or have a special event or 

promotion planned? Contact Paula Franke, Chamber 
Membership Liaison, at 606-798-2553 or by email at 

lcchamber@yahoo.com. 

�
Chamber member PrimaryPlus held a grand opening 
of its new Women's Center at the Vanceburg campus 
on August 2. For more information about PrimaryPlus 

call 606-796-3029 or visit the website at 
www.primaryplus.net.  
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Representative Geoff Davis is hosting a seminar on "How to 
do Business with the Government" from 9 a.m. to Noon on 
Tuesday, August 28, at Receptions Banquet Center, 1379 
Donaldson Road in Erlanger. 

The seminar will explain how to expand your business by 
working with federal and state agencies. Information will be 
provided from the US General Services Administration, the 
Department of Defense, the Department of Commerce, the 
Small Business Administration and others. There will also be 
the opportunity to meet with representatives of government 
agencies to learn about agency procurement processes, how to 
obtain surplus materials and more. 

For questions, more information or to RSVP for this event, 
Contact Rep. Davis' Ft. Mitchell office at 859-426-0080 or 
email RSVP.geoffdavis@mail.house.gov RSVPs are requested 
by Friday, August 24.�
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"Small Business Innovation Research: Rural Development" 

is accepting proposals from small businesses for development of 
new technologies and innovation application of new or existing 
technologies to address important problems and opportunities 
affecting people and institutions in rural America.  

The "new" Rural Development topic area is less centered on 
agriculture but more focused on areas of increasing importance 
to rural communities (enhance the environment, disaster 
resilience, service delivery, and entrepreneurial and workforce 
skills). 

Nearly $19 million is estimated for program funding, with 
awards raging from $80,000 to $350,000. Proposals will be 
accepted in two phases. Closing date for Phase I proposals is 
September 5; for Phase II proposals the date is February 6, 
2008. 

Each organization submitting a proposal must qualify as a 
small business concern for research, or research and 
development purposes. 

For more information and an application, visit 
http://www.csrees.usda.gov/fo/reural developmentsbir.cfm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lewis County Chamber of Commerce 
P.O. Box 472 
Vanceburg, KY 41179 


